DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
2 NAVY ANNEX
WASHINGTON, DC 20380-1775

MCO 3430. 7
PGS
31 Jul 97

MARI NE CORPS ORDER 3430. 7

From Commandant of the Marine Corps
To: Di stribution List

Subj:  MARI NE CORPS PROGRAM FOR THE USE AND ACQUI SI TI ON OF
NON- LETHAL VEAPONS

Ref : (a) DoD Directive 3000.3
(b) DoDl 5000.1
(c) SECNAVI NST 5711.8
(d) MCO 3900. 4D
(e) MCO 5500. 6F

1. Purpose. To publish policy establishing uniform procedures
for the request, approval and enploynent of non-Iethal weapons
(NLW for use in |aw and order operations, riot control, crowd
control, contingency operations, armed conflict, mlitary
operations other than war (MOOTW and nonconbat ant evacuati on
operations (NEO).

2. Definition. Reference (a) defines NLWas being specifically
desi gned and enpl oyed to i ncapacitate personnel or materiel
while minimzing fatalities, permanent injury to personnel, and
undesired damage to property and the environnent.

3. Background. Reference (a) designates the Conmandant of the
Marine Corps (CMC) as the Executive Agent for NLWw thin the
Department of Defense. For the Marine Corps, Conmander, Marine
Cor ps System Command ( COMMARCORSYSCOM (CBG)) is responsible for
the acquisition of NLW Conmandi ng General, Marine Corps Conbat
Devel opnent Cormand (CG MCCDC (WDID)) is responsible for
determ ning NLWrequirenents, and CMC (PP&0 is responsible to
ensure the enploynent of NLWis consistent with the policy set
forth in references (a) through (d).

4. Discussion

a. References (a) through (c) provide guidance regarding
the I egal review process for the acquisition and use of NLW
These references set forth procedures to ensure that the
i ntended use of NLWin armed conflict, MOOTW NEO, or other
mlitary operations is consistent with the obligations assuned
by the United States under applicable treaties, international
law, and the | aw of
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war. To neet existing | egal requirenents, NLW nust:
(1) Comply with all applicable provisions of international |aw
(2) Fulfill a legitimte mssion requirenent.
(3) Prevent the infliction of unnecessary suffering.

(4) Fulfill a need that cannot be net by systens currently in the
i nventory.

b. Per reference (d) acquisition of NLWw Il be undertaken
usi ng the Concept Based Requirenents Process (CBRP) as set forth
therein. CBRP provides a systematic approach for identification
of NLWrequirenents that, if validated, would reduce or
el im nate an operational deficiency.

c. N.Wafford the commander an alternative neans of
enpl oying force short of the use of deadly force. Reference (e)
establishes policy regarding the use of force and addresses the
conti nuum of force. NLWshould enhance the capability of
commanders to take military action in situations where the use
of deadly force is not the preferred option. The availability
of NLWdoes not |limt a conmander’s inherent authority and
obligation to use all neans available and to take al
appropriate action in self-defense.

5. Policy

a. The option to enmploy NLWfills a void in the escal ation
of force between deterrence and deadly force and is ainmed at
m ni m zing bodily harmand preventing |oss of life.
Accordi ngly, commanders will ensure that the enploynment of NLW
is considered in all operational planning.

(1) NLWshoul d enhance the ability of conmanders to
accomplish the follow ng objectives:

(a) Discourage, delay, or prevent hostile actions.
(b) Limt escalation.

(c) Facilitate mlitary action in situations where
use of deadly force is not the preferred option

(d) Provide for better protection of our forces.
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(e) Tenporarily disable equipnment, facilities, and
per sonnel .

(2) The presence of NLWdoes not constitute a
requi renment for their use in lieu of |ethal weapons and weapon
systens, providing such use is consistent with applicable |aw.
NLW may be used in conjunction with | ethal weapons’ systens to
enhance the latter’s effectiveness and efficiency in mlitary
oper ations.

(3) NLWare not absolutely risk free and may produce
fatalities or permanent injuries. However, when properly
enpl oyed, NLW can reduce the potential for casualties and
mnimze collateral damage. Conmanders possessi ng NLWwil |
ensure that procedures are established to provide the
famliarization and training necessary to effectively enpl oy
such weapons.

b. Requests for acquisition of NLWwi |l be submtted to
CG MCCDC (WDID). The CG MCCDC (MWDID) will coordinate a review
of the acquisition request with CMC (PCS and JAO) to ensure that
the requested NLWconplies with established policy and | egal
requi renents. Following this acquisition review, CG MCCDC
(WDID) will coordinate with COVWARCORSYSCOM (CBG) to initiate
the acquisition process. Acquisition procedures for NL(Ware as
fol |l ows:

(1) Non-energency requirement. Conmanders will use
CBRP to identify a particular operational need or deficiency
that may be net by acquisition of NLW This process conmences
with the subm ssion of a Fleet Operational Needs Statenent
(FONS) to the CG MCCDC (MWDI D). Guidance on the fornat and
submi ssion of FONS is contained in enclosure (15) of reference

(d).

(2) Energency requirenment. Wen a commander identifies
an energent need of such a nature that adherence to standard
acqui sition procedures in reference (d) woul d adversely inpact
on mission acconplishment, a request may be submitted for
procurenent of off-the-shelf NLW To submit such a request,
commanders will take the follow ng steps:

(a) Submit a FONS to CG MCCDC (WDID) with a cover
letter detailing the circunmstances surrounding the request. The
cover letter must provide the rationale for the imedi ate
request and should include a due date to neet the operational
requi renent.

(b) If a particular off-the-shelf NLWis requested,
detailed information (e.g., manufacturer, nmake, nodel nunber,
cost, etc.) nust be provided.
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(c) Copies of both the FONS and cover letter will be
routed concurrently to COMVARCORSYSCOM (CBG), CMC (PCS) and CMC
(JAO) for reviewto ensure conpliance with policy and | ega
requi renents. Following their review, recomendations will be
provided to CG MCCDC (WDl D) regardi ng approval or disapprova
of the request. CG MCCDC (WDID) will consolidate al
endor senents and respond via the chain-of-conmand to the
requesti ng organi zation.

6. Reserve Applicability. This Order is applicable to the
Mari ne Corps Reserve.

Assi st ant Conmandant of the
Mari ne Corps
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